
AP Literature Exam Review 

 

I]  Highlight any terms that you need to go back and review. You should be able to provide and 

example where feasible. Use your notes, the AP Resource Packet, or your text.   A regular 

dictionary will not have your literary needs in mind. 

 

alliteration 

picaresque 

speaker 

stream- of consciousness 

anecdotal 

 mock heroic 

satire 

protagonist 

colloquial/colloquialism  

deus ex machina 

euphemism 

in medias res 

invective 

litotes  

loose sentence 

metonymy 

paradox  

abstract 

persona  

speculative, or dystopian fiction 

epistolary 

dystopian hero 

Gothic  

Farce 

classic hero 

tragedy 

Absurdist, minimalism 

antagonist  

round/flat 

foil 

tragic hero 

protagonist 

denotation 

invective 

abstract 

Bildungsroman 

dynamic/Static 

doppelganger  

Byronic hero 

confidant(e) 

colloquial/colloquialism  

deus ex machina 

euphemism 

in medias res 
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litotes  

loose sentence 

metonymy 

paradox  

an elegy 

stock or stereotyped 

concrete 

allusion 

connotation 

peripetia 

a villanelle 

euphonious 

euphemistic 

jargon 

cacophonous 

analogy 

anaphora 

confessional 

colloquial 

anagnorisis 

antecedent 

apostrophe 

parallelism 

anaphora 

shifts 

periodic sentence  

synecdoche 

synesthesia 

pathos 

first person narrator major and minor-   

innocent eye 

third person limited  

exposition 

subordinate clause  

syllogism 

equivocation  

Hamartia 

archetypal symbols  OR contextual symbols  

imperatives 

stichomythia 

paronomasia 

foil 

iambic pentameter 

catharsis 

hubris 

third objective  

prose 

third person omniscient,  

tragic flaw 
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turns or voltas 

complex sentences 

assonance 

quatrain 

cadence 

tercet 

couplet 

blank verse 

enjambment 

caesura 

active or passive voice 

antithesis 

conjunctions 

polysyndeton 

imperative  

compound sentences  

alliteration 

auditory 

antithesis 

a conceit 

consonance 

structure of Elizabethan and  Italian sonnets 

understatement 

juxtaposition 

satire 

asyndeton 

an ode 

gustatory  

bemused satire   

misanthropic satire 

parody 

kinesthetic 

allegory 

anti-hero 

allusion 

soliloquy 

a paean 

vulgarity and taboo subjects for shock  

hyperbole 

paradox 

motif 

irony (verbal, dramatic, situational) 

archetype 

second person 

olfactory 

dramatic monologue 
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II]  Using your vocabulary from this year, create 15 additional Tone Super Pairs- (adjective – 

noun) that are not synonyms but which are complementary; they must actually make sense 

together. Please use challenging words that you need to review.  Be ready to act out or supply an 

example… 

 

Examples: 

  

1)  enervating  despair 

 

2) petulant vacillation 

 

3) derisive criticism 
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III]  Brainstorm all the full-length works you have actually read over the past 3 years which are 

of literary merit. Now create at least ten additional open response style prompts ideas 

considering archetypes and motifs you see in these works.  Consider the themes, settings, 

characters, and symbols we have encountered this year and jot down novels and plays which 

would befit an essay on these “prompts.”  Use your old vocab quizzes, Foster, and the list of past 

open responses to generate ideas if you need a boost. For example… 

 

1) an unsuccessful attempt at recreating the past-- The Great Gatsby, Wuthering Heights, 

1984, Anthem, Great Expectations, Atonement, Lord of the Flies, The Handmaid’s Tale, 

The Glass Menagerie 

 

2) contrasting settings or locations which articulate a theme--The Awakening, Of Mice and 

Men, Wuthering Heights, Pride and Prejudice, 1984, Fahrenheit 451, Lord of the Flies 

… 

 

3) the ambiguous villain (vampires?)-  Abigail, Heathcliff, Macbeth, Shylock, Briony, 

Ahab, Dimmesdale, Lady Macbeth, the Commander, Serena Joy 

 

4) social commentary or (“It’s all Political”)-  The Great Gatsby, Pride and Prejudice, all 

dystopian fiction, all Shakespeare plays including Romeo and Juliet,  The Crucible, 

Master Harold and the Boys, Lord of the Flies, Of Mice and Men, The Help 
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IV]  Speaking of characters/ narrators/ speakers/ personas… 

 

Create 15 additional pairings (adj- noun) that would succinctly characterize people we 

have met over the past three years…Be ready to act out or provide examples. It helps to 

identify the character types first.  

 

Examples: 

 

1)  Sympathetic observer 

2) Awed admirer 

3) Regretful informer 

4) Nostalgic lover 

 

 


